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FIBER OPTIC MEMORY COUPLING SYSTEM 
FIELD OF THE INVfiNTIOK 

This invention relates to a novel fiber optic memory 
interconnection for linking special memory busses of processing 
nodes and has particular application for real time data processing 
systems operating at large distances. 

BACKGROUND OF THE . INVENTTOM 

Systems for updating memories, in coupled nodes are known from 
U.S. Patent No. 4,991,079 the content of vhltti is here incorporated 
by reference and from U.S. Serial No. 07/403,779 filed September 8, 
1989, which is a continuation of Serial No. 05/880,222 filed June 
30, 1986, now abiandoned, the content of which is here incorporated 
by refefence^ all of which are commonly owned with the present 
epplicatlon. Such systems use two ported memories and are used to 
transfer writes to one memory in one node automatically and at high 
speed to memory in other nodes with the intervention of a CPU. 
Such systems, however, have a distance limitation of about 120 feet 
and eight nodes. The present invention is an improvement that 
enableis such s;ysteras to be connected over a distance. The present 
state of the art allows for connections of 3 kilometers and up to 
ten kilometers with a high speed data interface. 

SUMMARY OF THE IWVEWTTQW 

The present invention provides a means for connecting such 
memory coupled processing systems over a large distance and 
provides for high speed data transfers between the systems, copying 
data from the memory of a node in one system to the memory of a 
node in another system. 

Other and further advantages of the present invention will 
become readily evident from the following description of a 
preferred embodiment when taken in conjunction, with the appended 
drawings . 
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2 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

3 Figure 1 illustrates the system of the present inventionr 

4 Figure 2 illustrates the fiber to memory coupled 

5 system controller (FKC) ; 

6 Figure 3 illustrates the FHC to memory coupling bus interface; 

7 Figure 4 illustrates the method of handling a memory write 

8 transfer by the FHC; 

9 Figure 5 illustrates an example of address translation as 

10 performed by the present invention? 

11 Figiire e illustrates the FHC separated into data path 

12 quadrants; 

13 Figure 7 illustrates Quadrant 0 of the FMC; 

14 Figure 8 illustrates Quadrant 1 of the FHC; 

15 Figure 9 illustrates Quadrant 2 of the FMC; 1 ) 

16 Figure 10 illustrates Quadrant 3 of the FHC; 

17 Figure XI illustrates a parallel/serial latch used ,in the 

18 present invention; 

19 Figure 12 illustrates the basic packet format; 

20 Figure 13 illustrates the format for a data packet; 

21 Figure 14 illustrates the format for a general purpose async 

22 data packet; 

23 Fiigure 15 illustrates the format for a data packet of a HCS-II 

24 mlultidrop console; 

25 Figure 16 illustrates the format for an interrupt packet; 

26 Figure 17 illustrates the mode of operation of the FMC for the 

27 handling of async serial data; 

28 Figure 18 illustrates the mode of operation for handling 

29 special async data pass through; 

30 Figure 19 illuistrates handling of interrupts by the FMC; » 

31 Figure 20 illustrates an example of network linking clusters 

32 of nodes; 

» 

33 Figure 21 illustrates a secondary baclcup high speed link for 

34 the system; 

35 Figure 22 illustrates internal lobpback for memory write 

36 transfers; i ) 
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Figure 23 illustrates external loopback for meiDbry write 
transfers; 

Figure 24 illustrates memory coupling bus loopback; 
Figure 25a illustrates internal loopback for general purpose 
asyhc data; 

Figure 25b illustrates external loopback for general purpose 
. async data ; 

Figure 25c illustrates port-port loopback; 

Figure 26 illustrates cluster FMC error handling; 

Figure 27 illustrates hub FMC error handling; 

rig\ire 28 illustrates typical configurations of the present 
invention; 

Figure 29 illustrates a star configuration of the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTi O!f OF THE PREFERRED EMBQDIMEKT 

This invention relates to a high sp6ed data interface system - 
using fiber optic memory interconnection as shown in Figure 1. 
This interface system connects memory coupled systems over 
distances up to 10 kilometers. Each memory coupled system 
comprises a data link or memory coupling bus 5 to which up to eight 
nodes 6 are coupled each comprising a processor, I/O, a two or more 
ported memory and a processor to memory bus. Write/read sense 
controllers couple the busses and the memory so writes only are 
sensed and reflected to the memories of other nodes without CFP 
intervention. This is described in detail in the patent and 
application noted above, both of which are here incorporated by 
reference ♦ The bus 5 of each memory coupled system is connected to 
a fiber-to-memory coupling system controller CFMC) i. Each FMC has 
both an input and output port for connection with another FMC. The 
input port 2 is for receiving transmitted data from another memory 
coupled system and the output port 3 is for transmitting data to 
another memory coupled system. The transmission of the data is 
through fiber optic cables 4. 

The Fiber Optic Memory Coupling System (FOMCS) also provides 
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2 the capability for rtodias on separate MC busses to exchange async 

3 serial data across the fiber link and for a node on one KC bus to 

4 interrupt a node bh another. Eadh FMC supports 8 general purpose 

5 async ports and 16 interrupt lines (8 input and 8 output). The 

6 multidrop console link incorporated in the MCS-il fourth cable is 

7 2lLso supported. These features are intended to allow remote 

8 booting of nodes across the fiber and ta provide a means of 

9 . synchronizing the actions of nodes. 

10 Throughout this document, the term »*MCS cluster" (or singly 

11 "cluster") is used to refer to a MC bus and its attached nodes and 

12 FMC. In configurations of only two or three clusters, pairs of 

13 VHCs aria used to directly connect MC busses (see Figure 28). In a 

14 configuration of more than three clusters, a FOMCS hub is used to 

15 connect all the clusters in a star configuration (see Figure 29). 

16 The configuration programming link shown in Figures 28 and 29 

17 is used to establish the operational mode of each FMC. FMCs which 

18 ar^ hot directly connected to the progrsonmlng lixik receive 

19 pirogiramimihg inf osnaation via packets sent over the fiber link. The. 

20 IMC 1 cian be seen in more detail in Figure 2. The FMC includes a 

21 Receive Data Path 7, an output latch 9, a receive FIFO 11, a 

22 receive Error Detection Circuit 13, two receive latches 15 and 17, 

23 a receiver 19 , an input latch 10, a hit and translation RAM 12, a - 

24 transmit FIFO 14, a transmit Error Detection Circuit 16, two 

25 transmit latches 18 and 20 and a transmitter 22. 

26 The FMC 1 consists of foxir main sections; the memory coupled 

27 system 5 interface, the data paths (Rx and Tx) 7 and 8, the high 

28 speed serial data link interface 4, and the microprocessor. These 

29 aretas are delineated uding dashed linets in the functional block 

3d diagram (Figure 2) . The Fiber Transition Module (FTM) connects to ^ 

31 the FMC high speed serial link interface. The FTM is a known and 

32 conventional piece of hardware and serves to connect the electrical ^ 

33 signals to corresponding light signals and vice versa. 

34 The Memory Coupling (MC) bus interface is the FMC^s link to 

35 the Memory Coupling System (MCS) and the nodes on that bus. The 

36 FMC implements a three-cable, 90-signal interface for those MCS 
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networks that use a standard MC bus (24-bit addresses), and a 
four-cable, 120-signal interface for those MCS networks that use 
the 2d-bit addresses provided in MCS-II. Provision is also made in 
the four-cable interface for eventual support of 32-bit addresses. 
The FMC supports all the address lines defined in the four-cable 
interface; however, in an environment where addresses are a full 32 
bits, the FMC will only reflect into and out of the first 256 
megabytes of memory. 

The FMC appears as a typical MCS node on the bus, using one 
of the nine bus IDs <0 - 8) available in MCiS or MCS-II. The MCS 
used by the FMC is set during initialization by the configuration 
%^ programming link. 

Details of the FMC interface to the MC bus are illustrated in. 
V Figure 3 ^ The FMC MC bus interf £ice receives bus transfers by 
. latching the memory address, memory data, flag bits and parity on 
the rising edge of DATA VAtlD (assuming DATA VALID is not being 
driven by the FMC itself ) • The two different bit counts for the 
address, flags and parity lines reflect differences between the 
three cable MCS bus and the four cable MCS-II bus« The smaller 
counts apply to the three cable bus. Note that 32 bits of address 
are indicated for the four cable MCS-II bus rather than 28. As 
mentioned earlier, signals to. support the additional four address 
bitis are reserved in the fourth cable for future expansion. One 
bit of odd parity is provided for each byte of address and data, 
resulting in the seven or eight parity bits shown in Figure 3. 

The flag bits cjualify the received transfer. For memory 
write transfers, one flag bit (referred to as the "F-bit") 
indicates whether the memory write is to a byte location in memory 
as opposed to a halfword or word. The other two flag bits, which 
are only present in the MCS-II bus, differentiate between memory 
write transfers and other types of transfers. While only memory 
write transfers appear on an MCS-II bus in a cluster, the MCS-II 
bus in the FOMCS hxib is used to distribute interrupt, asyhc and 
other types of data in addition to memory write traffic. 

As indicated in Figure 3, the address, flags and parity are 
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2 treated as 32, 3 and 8 bit quantities, respectively-, when received 

3 by the FMC. If a three cable MCS bus is connected to the FMC, the 

4 receivers for the eight most significant address bits, the two 

5 extra flag bits and the eighth parity bit are disabled. Zeros are 

6 put. in the MC input latch for the missing address and flag bits and 

7 a one is inserted for the missing parity bit. In a four cable 
a environment, 32 bit addresses are received but the FHC will discard 
9 any received memory write transfer in which the most significant 

10 four address bits are not zero. 

11 If receipt of a transfer causes the FMC Tx FIFO 14 to become 

12 half full, the FMC will drive GIX)BAL BUSY on the MC bus to prevent 

13 overflow. GLOBAL BUSY is deasserted when the Tx FIFO 14 becomes 

14 less than half full. The CONTROIi BUSY signal is only present in f 

15 the MCS-il bus and is only utilized in the FOMCS hub. If receipt 

16 cf a non^memory-write type transfer causes the FMC FIFO used to 

17 hold such transfers to become half full, the FMC will drive CONTROL 

18 BUSY to prevent overflow. When the FIFO becomes less than half 

19 full, CONTROL BtrSY is deasserted. 

20 Before the FMC can generate a transfer on the HC bus, it must 

21 first acquire the right to access the bus. To accomplish this, the 

22 FMC asserts the REQUEST line on the bus which corresponds to the 

23 HCS ID the FMC has been programmed to use. The FMC then monitors 

24 the corresponding GRANT line. When the bus arbiter asserts the 

25 iSBKlXT line, the FMC drives the memory address, memory data, flag 

26 bits and parity on the bus. The FMC's MCS ID is also driven on the 

27 node id lines of the bus. On the next rising edge of the VALID 

28 ENABLE signal, the FHC drives DATA VALID. (The VALID ENABLE signal 

29 is a free running clock genetrated by the bus arbiter to synchronize 

30 the actions of nodes on the bus.) ^ 
-^31 Note that the MC output latch illustrated in Figure 3 only 

32 supplies 28 bits of the memory address rather than 32. The driver 

33 inputs for the remaining four address bits are tied to ground 

34 (i.e., the bits are forced to be zeros). 

35 If receipt of a memory write transfer packet causes the FMC 

36 Rx FIFO 11 to become half full and MC bus burst request mode is ^ 
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enabled, the FMC will drive BURST REQUEST. Asserting the BURST 
REQUEST signal, which is only present in the MCS-II bus, causes the 
bus arbiter to enter a node in which only the FHC is granted access 
to the bus. After asserting BURST REQUEST and delaying long 
enough to guarantee propagation ot the signal to the arbiter, the 
FMC deasserts GLOBAI. BUS?; If no other node on the bus is 
asserting GLOBAL BUSY, the arbiter will begin issuing grants to the 
EMC. If one or aore other nodes is asserting GLOBAL BUSY^ the 
arbiter waits for the biusy condition to clear and then begins 
issuing grants to the FMC, Note that the FMC can safely deas&ert 
GLOBAL BUSY even if it is unable to accept more transfers from the 
bus because the arbiter will only grant bus access to the FMC. 

When the FMC has unloaded enough packets front its Rx FIFO 11 
to cause the fill level to drop below half full, BURST REQUEST is 
deaisserted and the arbiter returns to the normal ^^fairriess*" 
arbitration scheme. If the FMC is uiiable to accept more transfers 
from the bus, it will assert GLOBAL BUSY before deasserting BURST 
REQUEST. 

If the FMC's Tx FIFO is less than half full, the FMC will 
keep BURST REQUEST asserted for 8 MC bus cycles and then release it 
for 16 cycles and then assert it for 8, release it for 16 and so on 
until the Rx FIFO fill level drops below half full, if both the 
RX and Tx FIFOs are half or more full, the FMC will assert BURST 
REQtiEST continuously until enough packets have been unloaded from 
the Rx FIFO to cause the fill level to drop below half full* Once 
BURST REQUEST is deasserted, the arbiter returns to the normal 
"fairness" arbitration scheme. If the fMC is unable to accept more 
transfers from the bus, it will assert GLOBAL BUSY before 
deasserting BURST REQUEST. 

support for burst request mode in the FMC is enabled or 
disabled via a configuration programming commemd. Only one FMC on 
a given MC bus can have burst request mode enabled but at least one 
FMC in every FMC-to-FMC link must have the mode enabled to ens?' ?e 
reliable operation. Note that enabling burst request mode in ti4e 
FMC only means that the FMC is . able to drive BURST REQUEST on the 
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2 bus. For bur^t request mode to be useful, tlie four cable MCS-^ZI 

3 envirdnroent with Memory Coupling Controllers (HCG's) as the bus 

4 arbiter/tetnilnators is required. HCC's provide bus termination and 

5 arbitration in a conventional manner as known from the previously 

6 noted patent and application and are sometimes referred to as 

7 reflective mCTiory controllers. 

^ The FMC Rx and Tx data paths 7 and 8 move data between the 

9 HCS ihteirface and tiie high speed serial data lihk. They also 

10 interface to the microprocessor allowing asyiichrbhous data, 

11 interrupt transfers and flow control information to move between 

12 clusters. 

13 Figure 4 illustrates the manner in i^ich the FKC processes 

14 HCS iiiieiabty write transfers. As indicatedr not all transfers are 

15 transmitted as packets over the high speed serial data link. Only 

16 those transfers which correspond to memory writes into selected 

17 regions of memory are transmitted over the high speed link. 

18 Ttansf ers which do not fall within these selected regions are 

19 simply discarded. 

20 In the other direction, packets containing memory write 

21 transfers are received over the high speed link and decoded by the 

22 FUC. Note that in the Rx path 7 there is no hit/translation RAM so 

23 all memory write packets received over the high ^eed link cause 

24 memory write transfers to be generated on the KG bus. Wim a 

25 packet has been received which represents a write into memory, the 

26 FHC requests the use of the MC bus and when the request is granted, 

27 generates a memory write transfer on the bus. 

28 In thid Tx path 8, the regions of mraory to be reflected are 

29 defined during configuration prograioming of the FHC. During 

30 programming, the total memory address space is viewed as a sequence 

31 of 8K byte (2K word) blocks. Multiple regions as small as 8K bytes 

32 can be defined. Any number of regions, segregated or concatenated, 

33 up through the entire address range may be established. 

34 Another feature of the FHC which is illustrated in Figure 4 

35 is memory address translation. Prior to packetizing a memory 

36 write transfer amd transmitting it over the high speed link, the 
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memory address is modified. MCS physical addresses are 24 bits 
long (MCS-I) or 28 bits long (MCS-II) . A MCS physical address is 
translated by using the most significant li bits (MCS-I) or 15 bits 
(MCS-II) to address a bit/translation RAH on the FMC. The value 
read from the RAM is the most significant 15 bits of the new 
address. 

Note that the least significant 13 bits of a memory address 
are unaffected by the translation process « - ^hus, ak byte blocks 
are i&apped from the address space of the source MC bus to that of 
the destination MC bus and vice verse. As illustrated in Figure 5, 
this feature is very useful because it allows clusters to share 
memory regions which reside in the different places in each 
cluster's physical address space. 

The contents of the hit/translation TUOf are established 
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1 during configuration prograaming of the FMCa The size of memory 

2 addresses (i.e., 24 or 28 bits) on the source MC bus is also 

3 established during configuration programming. Earfi location in the 

4 hit/translation RAM represents a 8K byte block of memory 'and 

5 contains a hit bit and the 15 bit translation value. If the hit 

6 bit is setr memory writes into the 8K byte memory block are 

7 reflected over the high speed link. If the bit is reset, such 

8 meiaiory writias aire ignored. 

$ In the content of the MCS star ni^tvork configuration, the FBC 

16 region selection and address translation features can be used to 

il. segregate the MCS clusters connected to the hub into groups such 

12 that memory write traffic is only reflected within a group, not 

13 between groups. Note that if an administrative system (i.e., not 

14 one of the nodes in the star network) . is used to program the FMCs, 
1$ a secure network can be achieved in which cluster groups can 

16 coexist but not affect each others meiory. If total isolation of 

17 groups is not desired, overlapping regions can be used. 

18 ' The. FHC microprocessor has the ability to interject data into 

19 - and remove data from both the Tx and Rx data paths 7 and 8. Such 

20 data is referred to as control data to distinguish it from memory 

21 write transfers. General purpose async data, MC5-II multidrop 

22 console async data and interrupt pulses are all treated as control 

23 data. 

24 Ithen the FMC receives data over the general purpose async 

25 ports, it forms the data into packets and injects those packets 

26 into the transmit data stream sent over the high speed link. When 

27 a packet of async data is received by the FMC, the bytes are broken 

28 out of the packet and sent over the appropriate geniaral purpose 

29 async port. KCS-II multidrop console data is handled in a similar * 

30 fashion. 

31 When an enabled input interrupt line is pulsed, the FHC ^ 
i2 generate? a packet that is sent over the high speed link. Upon 

33 receipt of an interrupt packet from the serial data link, the FMC 

34 pulses the appropriate output interrupt line. 

35 other control transfers include configuration programming 
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1 inforaatioh, high availability messages/ error indications, and 

2 reset. indications, 

3 Flow control in a MCS network is accomplished by means of 

4 f w control bits in the packets sent from FMC to FMC and by means 

5 ot HC bus busy signals. Internal to the FMC, memory write data 

6 ttahsfers and other types of data transfers (i.e., async, 

7 interrupt, multidrop, etc.) are handled separately so that flow 

8 control may be applied to non-memory wite transfers without 
9. affecting the meinory write traffic. Each packet sent from FMC to 

10 FMC contains two flow control bits, one to catise the receiving FMC 

11 to cease or rjasuae transmission of memory write transfer packets 

12 - aind another to cause it to cease or resume transmission of other 

13 types of packets. This notion of two separate data streams also 

14 .u. ; - applies to the hub MC bus where there are separate bus busy 

15 signals, one for iaemory wrlt« transfers and another for all other 

16 types of transfers. 

17 Ah additional type of flow control is burst request mode. 

18 Burst request mode is necessary to ensure that lock ups do not 

19 occur on FMC*to-FMC links. When link utilization is high in both 

20 directions, the potential exists for a fMC-to-FHC link to lock up 

21 in a condition ih lAilch both IMCs are asserting busy on their 

22 respective MC blisses. Because the busy condition on the MC busses 

23 prevents the FMCis from generating bus transfers, the FMCs are 

24 unable to reduce the fill levels of their Tx FIFOs 14 and will 

25 therefore never deassert bus busy. 

26 Burst request mode alleviates this problem by allowing a FMC 

27 to unload transfers from its Rx FIFO 11 while ensuring that the EMC 

28 will not have to accept additional transfers into its Tx FIFO 14. 
2$ this means the FMC can accept more memory write transfer packets 
iO from the remote FMC which in turn allows the remote FMC to unload 

^ 31 its Tx FIFO 14 and eventually clear the busy condition on the 

32 remote MCS bus. Clearing the busy condition allows the remote IMC 

33 to unload its Rx FIFO 11. The remote FMC can then accept more 

34 memory write transfer packets which allows the local FMC to unload 

35 its Tx FIFO 14 and clear the busy condition on the local MC bus. 
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1 As shown in Figure 6, the FHC data paths are logically 

2 subdivided into quadrants. In quadrant 0, MC bus transfers are 

3 received and noved to the Tx FIFO 14. HhB Tx FIFO 14 serves as the 

4 boundary betveen quadrants 0 and 2» -In quadrant 2, trsms^ers 
$ remove from the Tx FIFO 14 are packetized and transmitted over the 

6 high speed serial link 4. 

7 Packets are received over the high speed link 4 in quadrant 
d 3 ahd the packet contents are moved to the Rx FIFO 11. The Rx 
9 FIFO 11 serves as the boundary betveen quadrants 3 and l» in 

lb quadrant 1, information removed tram the Rx FIFO 11 is used to 

11 generate transfers on the MC bus. 

12 An important feature of the FKC design, particularly from a 

13 diagnostic perspective, is that the latches iti each quadrant can 

14 be accessed in both a parallel and serial fashion. During normal 

15 operation of the FMC, data moves through the latches using the 

16 parallel interface. The alternate serial interface allows the 

17 microprocessor on the FMC to shift data serially into and out of 

18 the latches. 

19 Figure 7 shows a detailed view of quadrant 0. Processing 

20 begins in quadrant 0 when the control logic 25 detects that the MC 

21 input latch 10 has been loaded. The input latch is unloaded and 

22 odd parity is computed on the address and data. The computed 

23 parity is then cbmpared to the received parity. At the same time, 

24 the most significant address four bits are checked to see if any 

25 of them are non^zero. 

26 While the parity and address checks are taking place, 15 bits 

27 of the address are used to address the hit/translation RAM 12. (If 

28 the address came from a three cable MCS bus, the upper four of Uie 

29 15 bits used to address the RAM will be zeros.) The least 

30 significant 15 bits of the 16 bit value read from the RAM >>ecome 

31 the new, or translated, address bits. The most significant bit 

32 of the vaaue read from RAM is the window hit bit. 

33 The destination of the MC transfer is determined by the 

34 parity and address Checks, the hit bit, and the flag bits received 

35 with the transfer. If any of the most significant four address bits 



wo 93/19422 



PCr/US93/02839 



13 

1 is non-zero, the transfer is discarded. If the received parity 

2 does not e^al the computed parity, the transfer is clocked into 

3 the microprocessor interface FIFO 21* The transfer is also placed 

4 into the nicro FIFO if the parity is good but the flag bits 

5 indicate a control type transfer (which only occiirs in the MCS 

6 hub) • The destination of a memory %rrite type transfer Vith good 

7 parity depends on the setting of the hit bit* If the hit bit is 

8 reset, the transfer is simply discarded. If the hit bit is set, 

9 the memory data, translated memory address and flag bits are 
16 clioclced into the Tx FIFO 14 • 

11 The contents of the hit/translation RAM 12 are initialized 

12 by t)ie WHC microprocessor. To change a location in the RAM 12, the 

13 microprocessor first puts the new value into the loading, buffers 
- 7}ie micrppirbcessor then causes GLOBAL BUSy to be asserted On 

. is the MC bus and waits long enough for any transfer in progress to 

16 pass through the MC input latch 10. Then, the microprocessor 

17 causes the hit/triihslation muit 12 to be written with the value from 

18 the I6adihg buffers. GLOBAL BUSY is subsequently deasserted. 

19 Figiire 8 shows a detailed view of quadrant 1. Quadrant 1 
2b processing begins when the control logic 25 detects that the MC 

21 output latch 9 is empty and either the Rx FIFO 11 is not empty or 

22 the micro interface 21 is requesting use of the latch 9. if there 

23 is something in the FIFO 11 and the micro interface 21 is not 

24 requesting r the FIFO 11 is read and parity is computed on the 

25 memory address and data. The data, address, flagii and computed 

26 parity are then clocked into the MC output latch. 

27 The micro interface 21 is only used when a FMC in a FOMC& hub 
« 28 needs to distribute interrupt, async of other control information 

29 to the other FMCs in the hub. If control busy is not asserted on 

30 the hub bus, the micro interface logic 21 requests use of the MC 

31 output latch 9. When the latch 9 is available, the control data 

32 is serially shifted into the latch 9. Odd parity for the transfer 

33 is confuted by the microprocessor and shifted into the latc^ 9 

34 following the data. 

35 Figure 9 shows a detailed view of quadrant 2. Processing 
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1 begins in quadrant 2 when the control logic detects that the Tx 

2 latches 18 and 20 are empty and finds that the Tx FIFO 14 is not 

3 empty or that the aicrqprocessor has loaded the nicro interface 

4 latch. If the niote latch has been loaded, the contents of the 

5 latch are transferred to the Tx latches is and 20. of the 72 bits 

6 transferred from the micrc latch, 64 are also clocked into a pair 

7 of Elbe (error detection code) generators I6a and 16b. The 

8 generated eight bit Etc and the 72 bits from the micro latch are 

9 elotieed into the Tx latches 18 and 20. The contents of the Tx 

10 latches 18 and 20 are then passed to the high speed link serial 

11 transmitter 22 in two 40 bit transfers. 

12 If the micro latch is empty but the Tx FIFO 14 is not, the 

13 memory data, address and flags are read from the FIFO 14. An 

14 additional nine, bits are generated by the control logic to make a 

15 total of 72. Again, an BDC is generated on 64 of the 72 and an 80 

16 bit packet is clocked into the Tx latches 18 and 20. The contents 

17 of the Tx latches 18 and 20 are then passed to the transmittfer 22. 

18 If the control logic detects that either the Rx FIFO 11 or the 
is micro FIFO in qtiadrant 3 are half full, flow control flag 6its are 

20 . asserted in the 80 bit packet clocked into the Tx latches 18 and 

21 20. If no packet is available to clock into the latches, the 

22 control logic 25 causes a special flow control packet to be clocked 

23 into the Be lathes l« and 20 for transmission to the remote FMC. 
M separate flow control bits are defined for «»e Rx FIFO 11 and the 

25 quadrant 3 micro FIFO so that the flow of memory write and nOn 

26 memory write packets can be throttled separately. Once the FlFO(s) 

27 become less than half full, a paekat is swit to inform the remote 

28 FMC that it can resume transmission of one or both types of 

29 packets. 

30 Figure 10 shows a detailed view of quadrant 3. Quadrants 

31 processing begins when the first 40 bits of a packet are received 

32 over the high speed serial link. Control logic 25 causes the 40 

33 bits to be clocked into a staging latOh IS. When the rest of the 

34 packet arrives, the entire 80 bit packet is clocked into the Rx 

35 latch 17. From the Rx latch 17, 64 bits of the packet are moved 
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1 to a pair of £DC geinerators/checkers 13a and l3b. The received £DC 

2 is compared to that generated and an indication of the outcome is 

3 provided to the control logic « 

4 The destination of the contents of the packet depend on the 

5 packet type bits examined by the control logic and the result of 

6 the EDC check. If the EDC check fails ^ the packet contents are 

7 moved to the micro interface FIFO 23. the packet contents are also 

8 iaoved to the micro FIFO 23 if the packet tyi^ flags indicate that 

9 the packet contains async, interrupt or other control information. 

10 otherwise, the memory address, data and f laga are moved -to the Rx 

11 FIFO 11. 

'12 Among the 12 packet bits examined by the conteol logic 25 are 

\ 13 the flow control bits, one for throttling memory write packet 

.14 transmission and the other for throttling non memory write packet 

15 transmission. A set flow control bit in a received packet causes 

.:16 the FMt: to cease transmission of the corresponding type of packet 

17 until a packet is received with that flow control bit reset* 

18 Figure 11 shows a block diagram of the AMD 29818 latch used 

19 to impleiaent the HC input and output latches 9 and 10 and the Rx 

20 latches 15 and 17 and Tx latches 18 and 20 on the FMC. In the FMC 

21 design, the normal data path through these latches is the parallel 

22 one from the D input through the pipeline register 29 to the Q' 

23 output. The alternate serial path is accessible by the FMC 

24 oiicroprocessor and is primarily used for diagnostic purposes. Note 

25 that the mux 30 (lAiioh is controlled by the MODE signal) allows 

26 either the contents of tiie shadow register 31 or the D input to 

27 serve as the input;, for the pipeline register 29. Also, note that 

28 the outpixt of the pipeline register 29 is feed back into the shadow 

29 register 31. Thus, with appropriate hardware control, data can 

30 enter the latch in serial and exit in parallel or enter parallel 

31 and exit in sisrial» 

32 These features are exploited by the FMC design which allows 

33 the microprocessor to serially load a latch in one quadrant, move 

34 the data along the normal parallel path from that latch to a latch 

35 in another quadrant and then serially read the contents of the 
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1 destination latch. By comparing the data loaded into the first 

2 latch with that read back from the second, the microprocessor can 

3 determine if the data path is functional. 

4 In the FOiHCS architecture, the hi^ speed setial link is 

5 Ij^piemehted with a transmit/receive pair of Gazelle Hot Rod chips. 

6 The Gazelle Hot Rod transmitter chip converts 40-bit parallel data 

7 into serial data that is transmitted over a fiber or cOax link. 

8 At the remote end of the link, the data is reconverted to «»e 

9 original parallel data by a Hot Rod receiver Ohip. Over tW* link, 

10 ta»e J»cs (KcOhahge information in the form of 80*bit packets. The 

11 Gazelle transmitter Sends each 80*bit packet as two 40^bit data 

12 frames i When no packet is available to send, the transmitter sends 

13 sync frames to maintain link synchronization. 

14 The data on the serial datA link is 4B/5B HRZI (Hon-Retum 

15 to Zero, invert on ones) encoded. This allows the receiver to 

16 recover both data and clock signals from the data stream, 

17 precluding the need for a separate clock signal to be sent along 

18 with the data. Data rates as high as 1 6bps (on* bilUon bits pet 

19 second) are su^orted. 

20 Transmission error detection is accomplished via ah ei^t 

21 bit error detection code (EDC) which is included in each packet. 

22 Of the 72 remaining bits in the packet, only 64 are included in the 

23 EDC calculation. The ei^it unprotected bits are «ie firit four 

24 bits of each of the 40-bit halves of the packet. 

25 The basic packet format is shown in Figure 12. 

26 Bits 0 and 40 are used to distinguish the two 40-bit 

27 sections of the packet. When receiving a packet, a FMC always 

28 expects the first bit of the first 40-bit section to be a zero end 

29 the first bit of the second 40-bit section to be a one. 

30 The BSD and BSC bits (bits 1 and 41, respectively) are used 

31 by the transmitting FMC to throttle transmissions by the F»c 

32 receiving the packet. The BSD bit is used to tell the receiving 

33 rac to cease or resume transmission of memory write data, packets; 

34 the BSC bit is used to tell the receiving FHC to cease or resume 

35 transmission of control packets. The bits are set to tell the 
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X receiving FMC to cease the associated type of transmissions; they 

2 are reset to tell dbe receiving FMC to resume transmissions. 

3 The TVP bit (bit 4) indicates the packet type* if the bit 

4 is reset, the packet contains a memory write transfer. If the bit 

5 is set, the packet is designated as a control packet. Control 

6 packets are used to transfer async data, Interrupt data and any 

7 other type of information vhich FMCs must exchange. 

8 The VAL bit (bit 5) indicates whether the cross-thatched 

9 portions of the packet (bits 6-39 and 44 - 71) actually contain 
10 any valid information. If the VAL bit is set, the receiving FMC 

•11 will consider the information in the cross-hatched portions to be 

12 valid. If the VAL bit is reset, the receiving FMC will only pay 

13 attention to the flow control information encoded in the packet 

14 > (i.e., the settings of the BSD and BSC bits). When a FMC does not 
lis have any data to send, it will periodically transmit packets with 

16 the VAL bit reset and the^ flow control bits set or reset as 

17 appzropriate. 

18 As mentioned earlier, bits 0-3 and bits 40 - 43 are not 

19 included in the EDC calculation. This means that the BSD bit 

20 and/or the BSC bit may be in error in a received packet and no EDC 

21 error will be detected. However, even if an invalid flow control 

22 indication is received and acted upon, the next packet received 

23 will almost certainly correct the problem. 

24 The shaded portions of the packet (bits 2-3 and bits 42 ^ 

25 43) are reserved. The convention of shading reserved portions of 

26 packets is followed throughout this document. 

27 Bits 72 79 Contain the £D6 whitih is computed oh bits 4 39 

28 and bits 44 « 71. The £DC is an 6-bit check byte generated 

29 according to a modified Hamming Code which will allow detection 

30 of all single- and double-bit errors and some triple-bit errors. 
* 31 Because of the NRZI encoding scheme used by the Gazelle Hot Rod 

32 chips, noise on the high speed serial link medium will cause 

33 sequential double-bit errors which the receiving FMC will be able 

34 to detect by comparing the EDC in the packet to that computed 

35 during receipt of the packet. 
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1 The memory write transfer packet is used by the FMC to 

2 transmit a memory address and associated data over the high speed 

3 link. The address and data represent a niemory write transfer which 

4 the FMC received from the MC bus. The format of the packet is 

5 shown in Figure 13 • 

5 the FBT bit (bit 7) is the F-bit associated with the memory 

7 write. The F-bit is set if the memory write tramsfer represents 

8 a write to a single byte of memory. The F-bit is reset if the 

9 trandf et represents a write to a half-word or word^ 

10 Note taiat if the memory address is a 24-blt address, bits 44- 

11 47 of the packet will contain zeros. 

2^2 The general purpose async data packet format is shown in 

13 Figure 14. 

14 The packet can contain up to five bytes of async data. Th^ft 

15 first four bytes are placed in bits 8-39 with the first byte in 

16 bits 8-15, the second in 16-23 and so on. The fifth byte is placed 

17 in bits 64-71. The receiving FMC determines the actual number of 

18 data bytes in the pactet by decking' the Byte Count field (bits 45- 

19 47) i 

20 The Destination Cluster field {bits 48 - 55) contains the 

21 address of the MCS cluster for which the packet is ultimately 

22 intended. The FMC in the destination cluster uses the Destination 

23 Port field (bits 56 - 63) to determine which general purpose async 

24 port to use %rtien transmitting the async data decoded from the 

25 packet. 

26 The BRK bit (bit 44) indicates that the originating FMC 

27 received an async break indication. When the BRK bit is set, the 

28 packet does not contain any async data (i.e., the Byte Count field 

29 contains a zero) . Upon receipt of a general purpose async packet 

30 with WK set, the FMC in the destination cluster flushes its output 

31 buffer for the destination port and generates a break on that port*. 

32 The MCS-II multidrop console data packet format is illustrated 

33 in Figure 15. 

34 oaie packet can contain up to four bytes of async data. The 

35 four bytes are placed in bits 8-39 with the first byte in bits 
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1 8 is, the sidcond in 16 ^ 23 and so on. The receiving FMC 

2 . deteriftines the actual number of data bytee in the pacXet by 

3 ishecKing the Byte Count field (bits 45 - 47} • 

4 The Destination Cluster field (bits 48 • 55) contains the 

5 addreiss of the HCS cluster for which the packet is ultimately 

6 intended. The contents of this field are only meaningful if the 

7 iBiRD bit is reset. 

8 The Source Cluster field (bits $6 • 63) contains the address 

9 of the cluster in which the originating FMC resides. Because 

10 multiple packets are required to send a multidrop message, a FMC 

11 : in a cluster may be receiving patts of messagta from two or more 
'12 clusters at the same time* The source cluster field in the packets 

j allows the receiving FHC to segregate message pieces based on 

^^-14 - source cluster and thus properly reconstruct tlie messages. 

15 The SOH bit (hit 64) indicates whether the async data in the 

16 packet represents the start of a multidrop message or not. if the 

17 SOM bit is set, the packet contains the first 1*4 bytes 

18 (depending oh the Byte Count) of a multidrop message. If the SOM 

19 bit is reset, the packet contains data from within the body of a 

20 mejssage. 

21 The EOM bit (bit 65) indicates whether the async data in the 

22 packet represents the end of a multidrop message or not. If the 

23 EOM bit is set, the packet contains the last 1^4 bytes (depending 

24 oh the Byte Count) of a multidrop message. If the EDM bit is 

25 reset, at least one more packet of data from the message will 

26 follow. 

27 The BRD bit (bit 67) id set if the packet is to be broadcast 

28 throughout the FOMCS network to all clusters. If the BilD bit is 

29 set, all FMCs in a FOMCS hub will forward the packet to their 

30 respective remote clusters. All cluster FMCs receiving such a 

31 packet will accept it (assuming they have multidrop support 

32 en€U>Xed) » 

33 The interrupt packet format is shown in Figure 16. 

{ 34 The Destination Cluster field (bits 48 - 55) contains the 

35 address of the MCS cluster for which the packet is ultimately 
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1 ihtehded* FkC in the destination clustei: uses the Destination 

2 Line field (bits 56 * 63) to determine vhlish output, interrupt line 

3 to pulse. 

4 A Hotorola 68000 microprocessor on the FKC provides the 

5 configuration system interface as veil as data management for all 

6 transfers 6tfaw than memory write traiisfezB^ This includes all 

7 asynchronous data, interrupts and error logging. It also provides 

8 diagnostic capabilities driven through the configuration 

9 programming interface. 

10 Four Signeties 68681 DCJARTs on the FKC provide suj^ort for 

11 the exchanges of async serial data between the nodes and/or devices 

12 in separate iiCS clusters. The async support iat designed in such 

13 a way that communicating entities need not be aware that the async [ 

14 data is actually traveling over a high-speed ifiber or cdnnection. 

15 tram the perspecitive of the entitles,, communication is not 

16 functionally different from the case where the nodes and/of devices 

17 are directly connected via RS-232 cables^ Ko special protocol 
is information has to be inserted by the communicating entities into 

19 the async data stream to allow the data to move through the MCS 

20 network. Figure 17 illustrates the handling of async serial data 

21 by a FKC in a cluster. 

22 As async serial data is received from a node or device, the 

23 FKC packetizes the data and transmits the packets over the high 

24 speed serieil liiok. Zn addition to async data, each packet contains 

25 an address which facilitates routing of the packet through the KCS 

26 network. In the other direction, the FKC receives and decodes 

27 packets of async data from the high speed link. The address in the 

28 packet is discarded and the async data is passed to the node or 

29 device. 

30 the address in an async packet is designed to allow routing 

31 of the packet through a KCS htib. To accomplish this, the addrees 

32 consists of two fields, a destination cluster field and a 

33 destination port field. The destination cluster field indicates 

34 the cluster to which the packet is to be- routed.^ The destination f 
3i5 port field indicates which async link of the FKC in the destination 
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1 Cluster that the data is intended for. The destination FHc 

2 validates the address When it receives the packet. If the 

3 destination cluster address does not match the local cluster 

4 address, the packet is discarded* 

$ The FMC maintains a list of eight async addresses, one for 

is each general purpose async port. Khien async data is received from 

7 one of the eight ports, the FMC looks up the a^yhc address for that 

6 port and includes it in the packet(s) sent over the high speed 

9 link. Thus, there is a static connection between each general 

id purpose async port of a FHC and an async port of a FMC in some 

11 other cluster. 

12 The contents of the list of ai;ync addresses and the local 

13 cluster address are established during configuration programming 
14_ of the FMC. The physical characteristics of the async links (i.e., 
1^ baud rate, character length, etc.) are also established during 
ie configuration ptogrammihg. 

17 In a MCS hub, the FMCs are programmed to operate in a special 

16 async data pass'-through mode. This mode of operation is 

19 illustrated in Figure 18. Async packets received over the high 

20 speed link are decoded by the receiving FMC and sent over the hub 

21 MC bus to the other FMGs in the hub. The address field inserted 

22 by- the FMC at the originating cluster is passed along over the bub 

23 Micr bus as well as the async data. Each FMC in the hub vhich 

24 receives the address and async data rrom the MC bus compares the 

25 destination cluster field to the address of the cluster at the 

26 remote end of its high speed link. If a match occurs, the FMC 

27 builds and transmits an async packet over the high speed data link. 

28 The remote cluster address used by a FMC in the hub to perform 

29 the routing function just mentioned is established during 

30 configuration programming, since the async links of a FMC in a hub 

31 are not connected and are ignored by the FMC, no async address list 

32 or async link physical' characteristics can be programmed. 

33 To accommodate the case where the high speed link of a FMC in 

34 one hub is directly connected to a FMC in another hub (rather than 

35 to a MCS cluster) , async address checking may also be disabled in 
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1 a nic via configuration programming. Thus, all async packet 

2 traffic over the bus of one hub will also appear on the bus of the 

3 other hub. 

4 The general purpose async ports of a FKC support hardware f lov 

5 control usingr DTR and CTS. When a FMC vishes to transmit over a 

6 general piurpose asyiic port and hardware flow control is enabled 

7 for that port, the FKC only ti^msalts as 16ng as it seets CTS 

8 asserted* A loss of CTS during transmission causes; the port to 

9 . cease transmission until CTS reappears. Thus, tibie device connected 

10 to ah fMC async port can throttle FKC data transmission for that 

11 port by asserting and deasserting CTS. 

12 The FKC ceui also throttle a device which is sending it data 

13 over a general purpose async port assuming that an appropriate 

14 c^le is used and the device pays attention to the GTS signal* 

15 When the FKC determines that its receive buffer for the port is 

16 nearly fiill , it deasserts DTR to inform the device connected to the 

17 port of the dondition* Assuming a cable which connects the port's 

18 DTR signal to the device's CTS signal, the device will see a loss 

19 of CTS» This should cause the device to cease transadssion uiitil 

20 the FKC asserts DTR to indicate that more data can be accepted. , 

21 During configuration programming of the FKC, async flow 

22 control using DTR and CTS can be enabled, or disabled on a per port 

23 basis. If DTR/CTS flow control is not desired, FKC general purpose 

24 async ports can be configured for 3K>K/X0FF flow control or flow 
control caii be disabled altogether* 

26 To deal With the situation in which a FKC is connected to an 

27 async data source %^ch is transmitting data much faster than the 

28 device connected to the destination FKC can accept it, an async 

29 flow control mechanism is also iaiplemented between FKCs* An FKC 

30 can send flow control packets to throttle the transmission of async 

31 data packets by the FKC cozmected to the source of the async data, r 

32 Flow control can be asserted on a per async port basis so that the 

33 flow of async packets for other async ports is unaffected. 

34 The FKC supports 16 interrupt lines: eight input lines and 

35 eight ou^ut lines. The lines allow an interrupt pulse generated 
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1 by a node or device in one kCS cluster to be pasded, in effect, 

2 across the MCS netvorK to a node or device in another cluster. The 

3 pulse entiers the FMC In the originating cluster via an input 

4 interrupt line, is passed across the MCS network as a packet and 

5 leaves the FHC in the destination cluster via an output interrupt 

6 line. As With asyne data, this is designed- in such a way that the 

7 node need not be aware that the interrupt pulse is travelling over 

8 a high speed serial link and not actually directly connected. 

9 An overview of interrupt passing for a POMCS configuration is 

10 shoWh in Figurtt 19. ^e process involved in passing an interrupt 

11 across FONCS is very similar to that used to pass .async data. The 

12 FMC di^tects the pulse on the input ihterrupt line and constructs 

13 a special ihterrupt packet which is transmitted over the high speed 
::14 ' link. The interxtipt packet contains an address which facilitates 
1$ routing through the POMCS network. At the destination FHC, the 

16 packet is decoded and the acfidress is used to determine which 

17 interrupt line should be pulsed* 

18 As in the async case, the address in an interrupt packet 

19 consists of two fields. The destination cluster field identifies 

20 the cluster to which the packet is to be routed. The destination 

21 line field indicates which cutput. interrupt line is to be pulsed. 

22 As with async packets, the destination FMC validates the cluster 

23 field of a received interrupt packet and discards the packet if the 

24 destination cluster does not match the local cluster address. 

25 The FMC maintains a list of eight interrupt line addreisses, 

26 one for each input Interrupt line. When the FMC detects a pulse 

27 on one of the input interrupt lines, it looks iip the line address 

28 and includes it in the packet sent over the high speed link^ Thus, 

29 there is a static coimection between each input interrupt line of 

30 a FMC and an output line of a FMC in some other cluster. The 

31 contents of the list of interrupt line addresses are established 

32 during configuration programming of the FMC« 

33 In a FOHCS hub, the FHCs are programmed to operate in 

34 pass-through mode very similar to that described earlier for async 
3$ data. Interrupt packets received over high speed link are 
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1 distributed over the MC bus to the other FMCs in the hub* Each FHC 

2 in the hub receives the interrupt line address from the KC bus and 

3 compares the cluster field to the address of the cluster at the 

4 remote end o£ its high speed link* If a match occurs ^ the FMC 

5 builds aiid transmits an interrupt packet over the high speed link. 

6 The remote clixster address used by a FMC in the hub to perform 

7 the routing function just mentioned is established during 

8 configuration programming. Interrupt address checldJig can also be 

9 disabled in a FHC to acciommodate the situation where hubs are 

10 directly connected. Since the interrupt lines of a FMC in a hub 

11 are not connected and are ignored by the FMC, no input interrupt 

12 addretss list can be programmed* 

X3 toe channel of a Signetics 68681 DDART on the FKC is used to 

14 provide support for the MCS-H multidrop console link. (The other 

15 chaxmel of this DtJART is ixsed for the configuration programming 

16 link.) The FMC behaves basically as a gateway to allow console 

17 traffic to flow between nodes in separate HCS-II clusters.. In each 

18 cluster, the FKC intercepts messages intended for remote nodes and 

19 transmits them as packets to the FHCs in the appropriate clusters. 

20 - The FMCs receiving the packets decode them and send the messages 

21 to the destination nodes. The fact that this is happening is 

22 essentially transparent to the nodes. An example of a FOMCS 

23 network linking clusters of MCS-II nodes appears in Figure 20. 

24 In the MCS->II multidrop console environment, one of the drops 

25 acts as the master and all others are slaves. Only the master can 

26 initiate message exchanges on the multidrop link; a slave can only 

27 transmit after receiving a poll message from the master. The FMC 

28 in a cluster assumes that there is a local master in the cluster. 

29 When the FMC receives a message addressed to a remote node, it .* 

30 transmits the message as one or more packets over its high speed 

31 serial link? when the FMC receives one or more packets from the j 

32 high speed link containing a message from a remote node, it buffers 

33 the message until it is polled by the master. Then, the FMC 

34 transmits the saved message over the locea multidrop link. Note 

35 that a cluster FMC's slave address on the multidrop link is its MC 
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1 bus nbde id. 

2 The handling of multidrop message data in the PbkCS network 

3 is basically the same as that for genetral purpose async data and 

4 interrupts* Multidrop data is routed through the PdMCS network in 

5 sjpecial pacXets. Each nultidrop data packet contains a destination 

6 cluster address (which is validated by the destination IMC) and 

7 part of a otessagie. tJhlike interrupt packets or packets of gieneral 

8 purpoise async data ^ multidrop message packets also contain a source 

9 dustier address. The receiving FHC uses the source address to 
10 segregate pieces of messages from different clusters into different 

. 11 buffers* 

a The s6ui]^ee* cluster address ^Ldh a node inserts into a 
j 13 meissage is supplied by the FHC in the cluster. The multidrop 
^4 master periodically sendis a request-^cluster-address message to the 

15 FMC which causes it to broadcast a response message containing the 

16 cluster address to all n6des in the cluster This cluster, addreiss 

17 is the address established during configuration programming via the 
is . Define Cluster Address commands Kote that in a MCS*II cluster 

19 where there is no FMC to supply the source cluste. 

20 communication between nodes is unaffected because the source 

21 cluster address field is hot included, in messages exchanged by 

22 nodes in the same cluster. 

23 In FOMCS configurations where a hub is present, multidrop 

24 data is routed from the receiving FHC to the other FMCs in the hub 

25 via the hub MC bus* Packets are then built and transmitted from 

26 FMCs ih the hub to the IMCs in the dttsl^lnation clusters, hs with 

27 general purpose async and interrupts, a FMC in the hub looks at the 

28 destination cluster address to determine if it should build and 

29 transmit a packet over its high speed link. If the destination 

30 cluster matches the address of the cluster connected to the FHC*s 

31 serial data link« the FMC forwards the multidrop data. 

32 The MCS-XI multidrop broadcast capability is also supported 

33 by FOMCS. When the nfC in a cluster receives a message over the 

34 local multidrop link that is to be broadpast to all nodes, it sends 

35 the message across its high speed link in packets which have a 
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1 brdadfcast flag sfet» FHCs in a hub will always forward such packets 

2 regardless of the contents of the destination cluster field. All 

3 cluster FMCs receiving the broadcast message will transmit it over 

4 their local multidirop links when polled by the local masters. 

5 Doling conf iguration programming, a cluster File is programmed 

6 With a list of remote cluster addresses. When multidrop support 

7 is enabled, the FMC intercepts any message on the multidrop link 

8 which is addressed to a node in one of the dusters in the list. 

9 !Ehe local multidrop master caft obtain the list f rtwi the FHC by 

10 seiidiiig it *n in^iiry message. The FMC responds by encoding the 

11 list into a rfemote-duster-list message y/tkich it sendd over the 

12 multidrop link. - 

13 The jKC supports an optional configuration which allows i ] 

14 automatic failover to a secondary high speed serial link shdttld the 

15 primary link go down. This high availability feature is 

16 iUttstrited in Figure 21. 

17 The secondary FMCs in each cluster monitor the health of the 

18 primary FliCis. Each secondary fKC is configured for the same MC bus 

19 node id as the primary it monitors but the secondaries do not 

20 interact on the MC bus as long as the prlsuries are healthy. In 

21 other words, all memory write traffic between the clusters goes 

22 over the primary high speed link until a, failure occurs. Likewise, 

23 all other types of packet traffic (i.e., async, interrupt, etc.) 

24 go over the primary link until a failure is detected. 

25 To keep the secondary FMCs informed as to their health, the 

26 priflteies periodically send their respective secondaries an "I'm 

27 okay" indication via a health-check link. The UART of a Motorola 

28 68901 HFP on the FMC is used to implement the health-check link. 

29 The primaries also periodically exchange test packets to determine 

30 if the primary link is still functioning. 

31 If a secondary FMC does not receive an "I'm okay" indication ? 

32 within a specified time period since the last indication or if the 

33 secondary receives a link failure indication from the primary, the 

34 secondary initiates the fail-over process by: 1> forcing the 

35 primary FMC to cease operation, and 2) sending a failure-detected 
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1 paclclEit to the secondary in the remote cluster. The remote 

2 secondary FilC then forces its primary FMC to cease operation, the 

3 remote secondary then sends a faiX-over-coaplete packet hack to 

4 the secondary vhich detected the failure. Suhseguent communication 

5 hetveen the clusters occurs over the secondary high speed link* 

6 A secondary FMC forces a primary to cease operation by 
1 ' assenting a special additional signal which is included in the 

8 health-check link cable connecting the primary and secondary.. When 

9 asserted this signal places the primaury FMC into a 
: 10 hardware-*controlled offline state. In this state, all Z/o 

11 interfaces on the FMC are disabled so that the FMC is unable to 

12 assert any signals on the MC bus, transmit over the high speed 

13 link, transmit over auny of its asyhc links or pulse any of its 
--,14 output interrupt lines. The effect is identical to that achieved 

15 by putting the FMC online/offline switch into the offline position. 

16 The (old) primary FMC is held in this offline state until the 

17 secondary FifC (which is the new primary) is reset via a power 

18 cycle, hardware reset or a received Reset command, 

19 While the old primary FMC is being held in this offline state, 

20 it monitors the health^check link (if it is operational enough to 

21 dc so) for the receipt of "Z*m. okay** characters from the new 

22 primary. If the old primary receives such characters, it 

23 reconfigures itself to assume the secondary role. Thus, irtieh an 

24 attempt is made to return the old primary FMC to an online state, 

25 it behaves as a secondary and remains in a (fi3nBware<*controlled) 

26 offline state » This prevents the old primary from contending with 
,27 ..the new primary on the MC bus. 

28 The faii-^vte process can also be initiated manually via 

29 the configuration programming link. To cause a fail^over, a 

30 command is sent over the. programming link to one of the secondary 

31 FNCs. The fail-over proceeds as described above and when it is 

32 complete, a response indicating such is returned via the 

33 programming link. 

34 While the previous discussion relates to high availability 

35 of the high speed link between clusters, the high availability 
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1 fes^ture can be extended to the hob in a FOHCS star network. High 

2 availability in a hub is achieved by having a secondary FKC for 

3 each primary FKC in the hub* Thus, each cluster is connected to 

4 the hub by two high, speed links , a primary and a secondary. 

5 Fail^ver to a secondaury link is essentially the same as thei 

6 cluster to cluster case. 

7 Note that to really^ achieve high availability in a cluster, 

8 nodes which have asyxic or interrupt connections to the primary 

9 llfC must have a redundant set of eonheetiohs to the secondary. 

10 Khen the secondary FKC takes over, the nodes must switch over to 

11 the secondary asyhc and Interrupt cbnnections. To facilitate this 

12 process, one of the output Interrupt lines of a secondary FifC can 

13 be T^sed to inform the node(s) that fail'-over has occurred. Diirihg ) 

14 configuriation programming of a secondary FMC, an output iiiterrupt 

15 line be designated for this purpose. 

1^ Xhe fail-over process is not automatically reversible. 

17 Once the siecohdary FKCs have taken over, they becomes in effetct the 

18 primaries. Nheh the previous primary FKCs aiid/or high speed link 
t9 are repaired, they must be programmed to behave as the secondaries 

20 (if they have no already reconfigured themselves as secondaries) . 

21 Configuration of a FHC as a primary or secondary occurs 

22 during configuration programming. The maximum time period that a 

23 secondary will allow between >*I*m okay" indications from the 

24 primary is also established. The high availability feature can 

25 also be disabled altogether* 

26 Another usage of the microprocessor is to allow diagnosis 

27 of an individual FMC and/or high spee^d serial link without 

28 bringing the entire HCS network offline.^ This capability is 

29 particularly useful in the star network environment where it is ^ 

30 undesirable to shut down the entire hub just to diagnose a problem 

31 between the hub and a particular cluster. If the problem turns out ? 

32 to be the high speed link or the FMC in the cluster, it can be 

33 corrected without ta)cing down the entire hub. Of course, software 

34 resyncdurdnisation will probably be necessary between the affected i 

35 cluster and the other clusters it was communicating with but the 
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i^est of the clusters connected to the hub can continue to 
comnUnicate vithout intexxuption. 

Special operational modes, referred to as hub diagnostic and 
cluster diagnostic nodes, are available to allow the tKC to b^ 
isolated from the high speed coax or fiber link for testing 
purposes. In these oiodeis, the FMC operation is identical to normal 
hub or cluster mode except that th6 output of the Gazelle Rot Rod 
Tx chip is directly Connected to the input of the Rx chip. To 
configure the FHC to operate in hub. of cluster diagnostic mode, the 
Set FMC Online/Offline coi&mahd used to place the FMC in a 
finiware-controlled offline state. Then, the desired mode is 
selectl^d via the si^ q^ational Mode command and the FMC is 
Returned to an online state by m^ans of a second Set FMC 
dnline/Offiine command. 

Individual functional areas of the FMC can be tested by 
sending Specify Diagnostic Loopback Data commands to the FMC* 
Variations of the specify Diagnostic Loopback Data command can be 
used to invoke memory write tranisfer loopback, async data loopback 
and interrupt loopback. A FKC will only accept such, commands f^en 
in the firmware-controlled offline state. 

The FMC supports three diagnostic loopback tiodes for memory 
write transfers: internal, exterhal and MC bus loopback. Internal 
loopback loops data through the FMC from the Hc bus input latch to 
the MC bus output latch. External loopback tests the same path 
except that the data is actually transmitted over the "high speed 
serial link and looped back via an external loopback cable 
connection* internal loopback mode is shown in Figure 22. 
External loopback mode is shown in Figure 23. MC bus lobpback 
loops data from the MC bus output latch to the MC bus input latch 
via the MC bus. This loopback mode is illustrated in Figure 24. 

Kote that when internal or external loopback is performed, 
the FMC hit/translation RAM must also be programmed appropriately 
to achieve the desired effect. Loopback modes can be used to 
specifically test reflection region or address translation logic 
or the hit/translation RAM can be programmed su^ that all regions 
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X are reflected arid address translation does riot actually do anything 

2 (i«e. f the original address and the translated address are the 

3 saaie} • 

4 in internal loopbaclc mode^ the Kd bus interface of the FMC 

5 is disabled and the Gazelle Hot Rod chips are configxired such that 

6 the serial output of the transmitter chip is connected directly to 

7 the serial input of the receiver chip. The Specify Diagnostic 

8 Loopback Data conmand frtiich initiated the loopbaclc also contains 
d an address and data piattem to be loopied through the FHC hardvare. 

16 The FKC inserts the address and data pattern into the KC bus input 

11 latch. The address and data proceed through the T3C path and at 

12 the end of the Tx path are transmitted serially in a packet. The 

13 Packet id looped back through the Rac path and the address and data 

14 up in the MC bus output latdh. The. FMC readves the address and 

15 data from the latch arid includes them in the response sent back 

16 via the jirogramming link. 

X7 In external loopback mode, the MC bus interface of the FMC 

IS is disabled. Agaihc the Specify Diagnostic Loopba^ Data command 

19 which initiated the loopback contains an address and data pattern 

2 a to be looped through the FMC hardvare and the external loopback 

/Si coxmectibn. The FMC inserts the address and data pattern into the 

22 MC bus input latch. The address and data proceed through the Tx 

23 path and at the end of the Tx path are transmitted serially in a 

24 packit» The packet is looped through the external loopback 

25 connection, received again by the FMC and moves through the Rx path 

26 to the MC bus output latch. A response is sent back via the 

27 programming link containing the address and data pattern read from 

28 the latch. 

29 In MC bus loopback mode, the high speed serial link interface 

30 is disabled and the MC bus interface of the FMC is enabled but 

31 functions somewhat differently from normal. To perform the MC bus 

32 loopback, the FMC inserts the address and data pattern from the 

33 Specify Diagnostic Loopback Data command into the MC bus output 

34 latdti. The FMC MC bus interface hardware^ then requests the bus and 

35 when it receives a grant, generates a transfer on the MC bus with 
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tb6 data valid signal d^ssertied. Tbis causes any nodes on the bus 
to ignore the transfer. The SKC RC bus . interface hardware, 
however, is configured to receive its ovn transfer. The looped 
data is read from the KC bus input latch and retttmed in the 
resjponse sent back via the programming link. 

The 7HC supports three, diagnostic looi^ack modes for general 
purpose async datar internal, external, and port--port. The three 
varieties are illustnted in Figure 25. The FMC performs the 
requested async loopback as the result of a Specify Diagnostic 
Loopback Data comnand received over the conf iguration programming 
link. 

fhei Specify Diagnostic Lop^aek Data cottmand informs the FMC 
a^ to which async pbrt(s) will participate iii the loopback test and 
provides the data to be looped. If an async port is selected for 
internal loopback, the FMC initializes the port hardware to wrap 
transmitted data back to the receive side of the port. The FMC 
then causes the port to tranmit the data. if the port is 
functioning correctly, the FMC immediately receives the data back 
again. The received data is passed back over the programming link 
in the command response. If no data is received, the FMC returns 
a response indicating such. 

External loopback requires that a loopback plug be connected 
to the port irtiich wraps transmitted data ba^ to the receive pin 
of the port. The FMC initializes the port hardware for normal 
operation and transmits the data via the specified port* Again, 
the data should be Immediately received from the same port. The 
response to the command contains the received data or indicates 
failure of the loopback operation. 

Port-pport loopback requires that a RS^232 cable coxmect the 
two selected ports. The FMC initializes the ports for normal 
operation and transmits the data via the port specified in the 
Specify Diagnostic Loopback Data comaand. The response to the 
coxunand contains the data received from the other port or indicates 
failure of the loopback operation. 

The FMC supports external loopback for the interrupt lines. 
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1 A Si)ecify Diagnostic Loopbaclc Data cosoBand to the Flic selects a 

2 pair of interrupt lines that will participate in the loopback, one 

3 input and one output. Note that loopback requires that a wire 

4 cohhect the selected interrupt lines. To perform the loopback, 

5 the FMC generates a pulse on the output line of the pair and 

6 reports in its coamiand response whether or not a pulse was detected 

7 on the input line. 

8 The FMC supports. two diagnostic loppbaok nodes for the MCS-^II 

9 Miltldrtpp console link: internal and external. Internal loopback 

10 is performed exactly as with the general purpose asyno ports. 

11 External loopback is ftinctionally identical to the method used vith 

12 the general purpose async ports, but because of the unique nature 

13 of the multidrop link, no external loopback cable is required. 

14 However, the ext^mal loopbatik test will drive the multidrop link. 

15 Therefore, if testing is desired without bringing the entire 

16 multidrop link offline, the MCS cable which carries the multidrop 

17 link should be unplugged from the FMC chassis bacl^lane prior to 
19 initiating diagnostic teists and replaced when testing is concluded, 

19 The FMC siqpports two diagnostic loopback modes for the high 

20 availability health-check link; internal and external. Both modes 

21 are performed in the same manner as with the general purpose async 

22 ports. 

23 Each packet transferred across the high speed serial link in 

24 a FQMC5 configuration contains an error detection code (EDC) which 

25 allows the receiving FMC to determine if an error occurred during 

26 transmission. Packets received with good EDC arc also checked for 

27 illegal or illogical bit settings. Parity is checked for transfers 

28 received aoross the MC bus and transfers received with good parity 

29 are also Checked for illegal or illogical bit settings. 

30 For packet errors and transfer errors detected by the 

31 receiving FMC, the FOMCS philosophy is to report the error to the 

32 node(s) in the nearest cluster rather than reporting the error to 

33 all nodes in the network. No attempt is made to handle errors in 

34 memory write transfer packets diffesrently from errors detected in 

35 other types of packets because once an error is detected in a 
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1 packet, the entire contents of the packet are suspect including the 

2 packet type field. 

3 The method of reporting errors is illustrated in Figures 26 

4 and 27. When a FMC in a cluster detects an error in a packet 

5 received over the high speed link or detects an error in a MC bus 

6 transfer, it reports the error to the node^s) in the cluster by: 

7 1) forcing a parity error on the MC. bus and/or 2) directly 

8 interrupting the hode(s} • To force a parity error, the FMC 

9 arbitrates for the MC bus and when granted access, generates a 

10 transfer where the parity driven on the bus does not natch the 

11 address and data. This catises^the MC port of the each node to 

12 detect a transfer with bad parity and (hopeifully} report it to the 

13 node via a parity error interrupt. The direct interrupt approach 

14 utilizes one or more of the FMC's eight output interrupt lines. 

15 IQi^n a fMC in a hub detects an error in a transfer received 

16 over the hub MC bus or detects an error in a packet receivjsd oVer 

17 its high speed link, it builds an error packet and transmits it to 
lis the FMC at the other end of the high speed link. Receipt of the 
19 error packet causes the FMC in the cluster to report the erxor as 
20* described earlier. Note that leather or not the FMC in the cluster 

21 receives the packet correctly, an error vill be reported. 

22 To assist vith diagnosis of packet transmission or HC bus 

23 transfer errors r the FMC keeps a copy of the last bad packet (if 

24 any) and the last bad MC bus transfer (if any) that it received. 

25 These copies can be accessed at any time via the. conf igtiration 

26 programming link. 

27 During configuration programming, the error reporting 

28 behavior of a FMC in a cluster is established. The FMC can be 

29 prbgramiaed to report errors by generating MC bus parity errors 

30 and/or by generating interrupts. If the interrupt approach is 

31 selected^ one or more output interrupt lines of the mc can be 

32 programmed as outputs for error signals. Each of tte selected 

33 lines can be ftirther qualified as to when the line is pulsed; i) 

34 when a bad MC bus transfer is detected (or when an error packet is 

35 received indicating that the remote FMC detected a bad transfer) , 
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1 2) wHen a bad packet is received over the high speed link (or when 

2 an error packet is received indicating that the reaote FMG detected 

3 . a bad packet) , or 3) when either a bad transfer or a bad packet is 

4 detected* 

5 Although th^ present invention has been shorn and described 
% with Reference to preferred enbodiiaents, changes and Modifications 

7 are possible to those skilled in the art which do not depart from 

8 the spirit and conten^latioii of the inventive concepts taught 

9 herein. suck are deemed to fall within the purview of the 
io invention as claimed. 
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He claim: 

1. A system comprising: 

a first and Becond set of plurality of nodes; 

a first data bus associated with and connecting said first set 
of plurality of nodes; 

a second data bus associated with and eonneisting said second 
set 6f plurality of nodes; 

each node of said sets of plurality of niodes including a 
prbciessing unit, a uettory, a bus coupled to the processing tmit and 
neBory, and a senior means for sensing a write to the memory and 
for transiaittirig the sensed write on said associated data bus; 

first converter means connected to the first dat^ bus for 
converting data oh said first data bus to corresponding optical 
sigtials and received optical signals to corresponding data for 
trainkmissipn on said first data bus; 

second converter means connected to the second data bus for 
converting data on said second data bus to corresponding optical 
Signals and received optical signals to corresponding data for 
transmission oh said second data bus; and 

fiber optic n;eans for optically transmitting data from one 
converter means to the other converter means. 

2. The system of claim 1 wherein each said converter means 
includes conversion ineahs for converting parallel data to serial 
optical signals and vice versa. 

3; The syst^em of claim 1 wherein each said converter means 
includes a FIFO for temporarily storing data. 

4* The system of claim l wherein each node further includes I/O 
means for introducing I/O data- into memory and wherein said sensor 
means responsive to a write to memory of I/O. data transmits same on 
said associated data bus* 

5. A system for connecting memory coupled systems, comprising; 
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a plurality of nodes; 

a first data bus connecting a first gtoup of said plurality of 
hodes; 

a secbnd data bus connecting a second group of said plurality 
of nodes r 

first converter means connected to the. first data bus; 

second conveirter means connected to the second data bus; 

first fiber optic means for carrying transmitting data from 
thfe first converter means to the second converter means; 

secbnd fiber optic means for carrying transmitted data from 
the second converter means to the first converter means; 

the first and second converter means ea^ comprising: 

input latch means for receiving data> from a respective 

data bus; 

hit and translation KAH means connected to the input 
latch means for determining the destination of data received from 
the data bus; 

first micro- interface means connected to the input latch 
fieain^ for controlling the hit and translation RAK means; 

transmission FIFO means connected to the input latch 
meains for latching the data received from the data bus; 

error detection means for determining if an error exists 
in the data in the transmission FIFO means; 

first and second transmission latches connected to the 
transmission FIFO mesms; 

transmitter means connected to the first and second 
transmission lat&hes for transmitting the data to another converter 
means; 

receiver means for receiving data transmitted from 
another converter means; 

first and second receiver latches for latching the 
received data; 

error detection means connected to the first and second 
latch means for checking if an error exists in the received data; 

second micro interface means for testing the received 



W093/19422 



PCT/US93/02839 



37 

data if the check by the error detection means fails; 

receive FIFO means connected to the first and second 
receive latch means for holding the received data after checking by 
the error detection means; 

output latch means for transmitting the received data to 
the respective diata bus. 

6. A system as claimed in Claim 5, further comprising first and 
second backup controllers for transmitting data between memory 
coupled systems upon a determination the first and second 
controllers are hot working properly. 

7. A system as claimed in Claim 6, wherein said input, output, 
transmit and receive latches of each oi said plurality pf 
controllers are able to be accessed in both a parallel and serial 
fashion. 

8. A system ais claimed in claim l, wherein data is transmitted 
through the optical fiber means in 80 bit data frames. 

9. A method coinprising the steps of: 
establishing first and second data links; 

establishing first and second sets of nodes, each node 
inbluding a processing unit, a memory, a bus coupled to the 
processing unit and memory and a sensing means for sensing a write 
to memory; 

sensing a write to a memory in one of said nodes of said first 
set; * 

transmitting said sensed write on said first data link; and 
sensing the sensed write transmitted on said first data link 
and optically transmitting same to a remote point whereupon it is 
transmitted on said second data link to the memory of one of the 
nodes of said second set without intervention of the processing 
unit of said one node of said second set. 
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10* The method of claim 9 comprising the further steps of: 

writing I/O data from an I/O source into the memory of a node 

ih one of the sets of nodes; 

sensing the written I/O data and transmitting same on the data 

link associated with said node; and 

optically transmitting the written t/O-data to a memory in a 

iibde of the other setts of nodes via its associated data link. 
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